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TOWN OF WENHAM 

Open Space & Recreation Committee 
Meeting of March 20, 2019 

Wenham Town Hall, 138 Main Street 
 
 
Pursuant to the Open Meeting Law, M.G.L. Chapter 30 A, §18-25, written notice posted by the Town Clerk delivered to all 
Committee members, a public forum meeting with Open Space & Recreation Committee (OSRC) was held on Thursday 
March 20, 2019 in the Break Room 2nd floor. 
 
The OSRC was formed in September 2016 and given the following charge by the Board of Selectmen: 
 Work to deliver a comprehensive update to the Town’s Open Space and Recreation Plan (OSRP). Once completed and approved, 
establish a process of ongoing review and updating of the OSRP as appropriate.  
•  Based on the findings of the OSRP, work with the Board of Selectmen and other relevant Town boards, commissions, and committees 
to maintain a list of target properties considered desirable for protection for various municipal uses.  
•  Work with private property owners and non-profit agencies to identify opportunities to preserve open space and funding sources to 
support these preservation efforts.  
•  Work with the Board of Selectmen to identify properties that are better suited for development than preservation and support the 
creation of a strategic plan to address these opportunities.  
•  Work to support adoption of planning, zoning, and assessment practices and policies that reinforce the objective of preserving and 
acquiring open space in the Town of Wenham.  
•  Provide progress reports to the Board of Selectmen as appropriate or as requested and make recommendations to the Board of 
Selectmen and to Town Meeting regarding the acquisition of open space for municipal purposes.  
Committee members: Ernest Ashley (2019)/ Water Commissioner; Tom Starr (2019)/Community Preservation Committee; Asma Syed 
(2019)/ Conservation Commission; Ann Weeks (2019)/ Planning Board  
 
Call to Order - Mr. Ashley called the meeting to order at 7:24 pm. 
Committee present: Ernest Ashley, Chair; Tom Starr; Asma Syed; Ann Weeks 
Not present:  There are 3 open seats on the OSRC.  
Also Present:  Missy Berry, Conservation Coordinator / OSRC Support  
 
Updates 
Ms. Berry updated the Committee. 
 
The Open Space & Recreation Plan was submitted to the State for review/approval but received back with comments.  These 
comments were addressed by the consultant for the Open Space & Recreation Plan, the Ciccolo Group and a revised plan was 
submitted to the State.  This was also received back but with only 5 comments.  The Ciccolo Group will address these 
comments and submit the plan again for the Town. 
• The CPC applications were voted by the Community Preservation Commission for recommended funding and are on the 
warrant for the annual Town meeting on April 6.  The Committee members confirmed they would be available to speak at 
town meeting. 
• Regarding the possible beaver induced flooding at the Iron Rail that is impacting the Committee’s consideration to create 
a plan to improve and extend and connect walking trails in Wenham, Skip Lisle called in to the Conservation Commission 
meeting and the cost for him to travel to Wenham and consult was $500. Ms. Syed noted the Commissioners were not 
convinced that the high-water levels were due to beavers and preferred a study on the water shed to prove beavers are the 
problem. 
• Ms. Berry spoke about the Miles River Collaborative that also has concerns with high water levels.  Ms. Berry spoke with 
Representative Brad Hill who explained that after the so called 2006 Mother’s Day storm, Hamilton, Ipswich, Beverly, and 
Wenham began to talk about the high-water levels but this group came to a halt.   
Recently this group met again in the fall of 2018 and Ms. Berry discovered the Miles River is on the Army Corps of Engineers 
to have such a study for the overall health of the river and include dredging, run off beavers  
 
Chapter 61 Policy 
 
The Committee were provided with a draft of a Chapter 61 Policy. This draft was reviewed by Town Counsel and edits 
provided.  New sections were added and sections were reworded for clarity. 
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The next step is for the BOS to review and accept the Chapter 61 Policy; this is on the BOS April 2 meeting agenda.    
The Committee members were encouraged to attend the meeting.  
The Committee will meet following the BOS meeting on Thursday April 11. 
 
The Committee further spoke about recommending to the BOS to send notifications to abutters of Chapter properties if they 
are going to consider purchasing or signing their purchase rights.  This is not required by the State Statute but other 
Communities have notification in their policy.  
The Committee agreed to recommended the BOS send abutter notifications within a minimum of 500 feet. 
While the Board of Selectmen is not required by statute to send notification to abutters the OSRC recommend that this be a 
requirement. 
 
Under the check list, the Committee added the following bullet:    

Selectmen send abutter notifications within 500 feet of Chapter property. 
 
• Review & Discuss the Open Space Matrix  
The Open Space Matrix was created by the Consultant, The Ciccolo Group, as a part of the Open Space & Recreation Plan  
Matrix.  The matrix includes chapter land, classification, total acreage and how many acres are under chapter land. 
 
Ms. Berry has added the chapter land address to the matrix.  She noted there are some kinks in the matrix and will ask the 
Ciccolo Group to address these concerns. 
 
Mr. Ashley observed the question regarding a property being a drinking water source is irrelevant and cited that Mass DEP 
governs water sources and noted that there is no ability to put additional wells in the Ipswich water shed; none of these 
properties would be a water source. 
Regarding the total acreage of the property, the matrix has one selection for property sizes of 31acres plus.  Therefore, a 
property may be 32 acres or 100 acres; this generalization may be problematic.  
 
The Committee noted some information on properties may be available on mapping such as natural resources but otherwise 
may not be available at the time information is put into the matrix and assumptions would have to be made. 
Also, because the matrix includes a number scale for rating, the Committee agreed the number zero had not barring on the 
outcome and was not necessary. 
The Committee continued to discuss how to understand the matrix and what improvements could be made.  Ms. Berry will 
call the Ciccolo Group, although she noted there have been some changes in the company and the Consultant that worked 
with the Committee is no longer available.  
  
The Committee agreed reasons for the rating /scoring should accompany the matrix to completely understand why a property 
appears valuable and to justify a rating for a particular property. 
 
 
Minutes – February 4, 2019 
Vote: The Committee unanimously approved the meeting minutes of February 4, 2019 as edited.  
 
 
Adjournment - The Committee unanimously adjourned at 8:24pm. 
 
 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted By  
Catherine Tinsley 
6.3.19 
 
  
  


